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To: DMs, DSDs, SCs, M-AFS 
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Subject: Forest Insect and Disease Report for Alaska - 1990 

The attached maps are the results of the 1990 aerial insect and disease survey conducted in 
the summer of 1990. Those sections related to southeast Alaska where the BLM has little or 
no ownership have not been included. The report notes that forest insect populations and 
their related damage increased significantly in Alaska's forests in 1990. Two consecutive 
years with warm, dry springs and summers allowed insect populations to explode. The report 
notes that, "This increase was especially apparent in southcentral and interior Alaska." Thus 
far the 1991 pattern would appear to be similar, especially in the interior. 

The spruce bark beetle infestations continued to increase dramatically in 1990. On-going and 
new infestations now cover over 245,00 acres in southcentral and interior Alaska. Areas of 
significant increases were noted in the Copper River area around Chitina as well as on the 
southem portion of the Kenai Peninsula. The Yukon River outbreak has decreased by half 
in 1990. However, the Tiekel River outbreak increased in intensity again, with 25,000 acres 
infested along the Tiekel River north to Pump Station 12. Other insect infestations which 
may come to your attention include the large aspen tortrix which has affected about 4,700 
acres around Glennallen-Willow Lake, 65{X) acres west of Eagle along the Yukon River, 
and 10.000 acres around Nabesna. While the defoliation of aspen can be dramatic, it is rarely 
fatal to the trees. 

The Interagency Forest Pest Management group is scheduled to be in Alaska, July 15 through 
July 19, 1991. The purpose of then: trip is to: 1) Get an updated understanding of regionally 
important forest pest and forest management issues facing the Forest Service and the 
Department of the Interior and, 2) Review the extent and need for interagency cooperation on 
issues of mutual interest. Their initial intent is to look at the problems of the coastal forests 
in and around Anchorage and the Kenai peninsula, and then to travel to Fairbanks. They are 
soliciting participation and concerns of all land managers. 



mi 



If you have any questions, comments, or concerns for the interagency group, or wish to 
participate in their discussions, contact Russ Hanson, (FTS) 868-5873. 






Edward F. Spang 
State Director, Alaska 
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